Instructions for the state doctoral examination

The doctoral student submits to the state doctoral examination three weeks in advance two
documents.

1. An original (plagiarism is checked via Turnitin) literature review on the topic of the
dissertation of at least 20 standard pages (equals 36,000 characters including spaces - see
word count in word) including at least 30 sources related to the topic.

It should contain the following sections:

* a definition of the most important terms and the relationship between them

* the characteristics of existing resources on the topic (broken down: key
monographs and reference literature, journal review studies and primary studies,
optionally grey literature), possibly characteristics of the chronological and
linguistic/geographical origin of the resources

« for primary studies, a brief description of how the candidate performed the search
(in which databases, with which keywords/strings)

* the literature review should be structured according to the theoretical frameworks
used, methodological procedures, and factual findings

+ an explanation of the relationship of the research problem of the dissertation to the
existing literature

2. The methodological chapter of the dissertation (of about ten standard pages), which will
contain the following sections:

+ formulation and justification of the research questions/ hypotheses

+ definition and justification of the approach: qualitative, quantitative, mixed
(including specification of the sequence and volume of the individual components)

* definition and justification of the research design

* description and justification of the method and scope of the selection of
respondents/research objects

* description and justification of data collection methods

* description of the data processing (coding method, statistical tests or approaches to
the data analysis, etc.). If the student has already collected data (pilot/part of the
data collection) they may provide a sample of their analyses

* epistemic position, ethical risks and their treatment, securing research quality, risk
treatment

* links to methodological resources used

* annex containing examples of research tools (tools do not have to be final, but must
clearly demonstrate a link to the research questions)

In preparation for the exam, the student prepares roughly ten-minute speeches on the
following aspects of her/his dissertation research.

1. She/he will anchore the topic of the dissertation in social science discourse with special
attention paid to education sciences: where the topic in social sciences or education sciences
belongs, what is researched about it, what is being discussed about it. She/he will define the
research problem within the topic (research gap), provide its justification and formulation of
research questions.



2. She/he will discuss the methodological approaches used to examine the issues of the
dissertation and similar or related phenomena (eg epistemology, type of research, methods,
etc.), their advantages and disadvantages. She/he will justify her/his own approach to
researching her/his research problem.



